SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION 

All are welcome to the Table

We come to this table celebrating Christ who is Risen.

We come because we know the resurrected Christ in the breaking of the bread with

Each other in His name, in His presence, by His will.

We come to this table 

· because when Jesus sat at tables and broke bread with tax collectors, lawyers, rich elites, and poor peasants, he proclaimed that God’s gracious love and abiding presence knows no bounds.  Through these occasions of sharing food, women and men experienced God, and shared in God’s Kin-dom.  A Kin-dom where:


All are welcome, worthy, and invited,


Lives are transformed and empowered,


And the fruits of God’s gentle justice bloom throughout all Creation.

We come to this table 

· because we know that no matter who we are – we are invited to live fully with each other as God’s people.

· Because we know that no matter where we are on life’s journey – we are loved by God in the same way as Christ.

Our communion with God is in Christ.

Our Communion with each other is in Christ.

Our Communion draws us together


As insiders and outsiders, from many places and traditions –


We are made new at the welcoming table of Christ.

We are joined in Christ though we know ourselves in so many ways

We are traditional and progressive, conservative and liberal

We are seekers of assurance to calm our fears

We are those discerning meaning in our lives

We are mature and young who are striving for wisdom in our lives

We are both long time members and new to the United Church of Christ

We are single and married, gay and straight, divorced and widowed

We are families together and families spread out across vast distances.

We are here at the invitation of God to be partners in bringing to the world the good news of God’s realm here and now. 

Here at this table, all are welcomed and invited to share in this sacred meal of celebration and be strengthened by the presence of God in this place.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

We remember, Gracious God, that Jesus ate and drank with the poor and the wealthy, with sinful and righteous alike.  When he saw the multitude that followed him with nothing to eat, he took some loaves of bread, and a few fish, and after giving thanks to you he broke the bread and gave it to the disciples.  And all ate and were filled.

When his arrest seemed near, Jesus sat at table in an upper room, with his closest friends and relatives.  

As he had done so many times before, he took the bread, and after giving thanks to you he broke it and gave it to the disciples, this time saying, “Do this in remembrance of me. 

Likewise after the meal he took a cup, poured the wine, and after giving thanks he gave it to them saying, 

“Truly I tell you, I will never drink of the fruit of the vine until I drink it new with you in the Realm of God.”

PRAYER


O God, by Your Holy Spirit, Consecrate these gifts of bread and wine


Consecrate us as partners with You in your love for all people


Consecrate us as Your servants in the service of the whole human family


You have invited us to share in Christ’s gift to us.


Renew us in Christ as Your partners and co-creators of new life.


Nourish us in Your joy, wisdom, and reconciliation.

DISTRIBUTION

These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

Come, for all things have been made ready.

DIRECTIONS

As we hand out the Bread Trays, one says…

This is the bread of life

As we hand out the Cup Trays, one says…

This is the cup of life

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table

by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.

We thank you for the gifts of the Spirit by which we do the work that

Christ’s love calls us to do.

We celebrate the whole human family, diverse beyond measure, 

of which, we too, are an integral part.

May the Holy Spirit guide us as we seek to heal and to nurture

the earth and all of its creatures, and all people

to live in the midst of creation,

and to love one another as sisters and brothers with all life.

Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,

and send us forth into the world in courage and peace,

with commitment to our community 

in communion and covenant with the risen Christ.  Amen.

