Order for Sharing in the Lord’s Supper

Invitation

When Jesus sat at table and enjoyed communion with tax collectors and sinners he proclaimed that God’s care knows no bounds.  We proclaim again the comfort and challenge of that witness: all are invited now to share God’s table, and be nourished by the Bread of Life.

Communion Prayer

L: God be with you.

P: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.

P: We lift them up to God.

L: Let us give thanks to God Most High.

L: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

L: We thank you, God, that you have provided for all the worlds that ever were or will be by giving yourself to them in love.  If we go to the heights of the mountains, or if we make the grave our bed, you are with us.  If we go to the depths of the sea, your right hand holds us fast.  We thank you for Jesus, your Word, who lived among us, uncovering your presence.  We thank you that you stamped his death with victory and that Life, not death, was the final word.  We ask now that you bless us, as we share this bread and cup, that we might be nourished by that same unbounded love and so be encouraged to be your servants to the world.

…And now, as your daughters and sons whom you have reconciled to yourself, we pray:

P: Our father, who art in heaven…
Breaking of the Bread / Pouring of the Cup

(Break bread) As this grain once was scattered in the fields and has come together in one bread, so we, with different needs and hopes, come together as one, for we share one bread.  (Distribute Bread)… Take. The Bread of Life.

(Pour Cup)  The cup which we share is the cup of the New Covenant written in our hearts and witnessed by Jesus.  (Distribute Wine)… Take. Drink.  The Cup of the New Covenant.  God is with you.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)

Thank you, God, for renewing us at your table by the presence of our Christ.  Thank you for your eternal love, the Bread of Life, that sustains all creation.  May you continue to love us in our faithful acts and by that love discourage us from our unfaithful acts, that we might rejoice as you servants to the world.  Amen.
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