Service of Holy Communion

Invitation

One:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God.  

Many:
Men and women, youth and children, 

come from the east and the west, 

from the north and the south 

and gather about God’s table.

One: 
This table is open to all people who wish to know the presence of Christ, and to share in the community of God’s people. 
Communion Prayer

One:
God is with you.

Many:
And also with you.

One:
Open wide your hearts!

Many
We open them up to God.

One:
 
Let us pray.  Holy God, our loving creator, 

Many:
close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, 

One: 
we thank you for your constant love for all you have made.  We thank you for all that sustains life, 

Many:
for all people of every generation who have given themselves to your saving work,
One:
and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you have sent from your own being as our Savior.  We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, and resurrection,

Many:
And for the calling forth of your church for its mission in the world.

One:
We take courage from the abiding presence of your Holy Spirit in our midst. And so, with women and men of faith in every age, With mystics, martyrs prophets, priests, and all the saints of light, we glorify you, as we say:

   All: Holy, holy, holy,


God of love and justice,


the universe is overflowing with your glory!


Blessed is the one who comes here in your name!


Hosannah in the highest!  Alleluia!

Words of Institution


We remember, Gracious God, that Jesus ate and drank with the poor and the wealthy, with sinful and righteous alike.  When he saw the multitude that followed him with nothing to eat, he took some loaves of bread, and a few fish, and after giving thanks to you he broke the bread and gave it to the disciples.  And all ate and were filled.


When his arrest seemed near, Jesus sat at table in an upper room, with his closest friends and relatives.  As he had done so many times before, he took the bread, and after giving thanks to you he broke it and gave it to the disciples, this time saying, “Do this in remembrance of me.”  Likewise after the meal he took a cup and after giving thanks he gave it to them saying, “Truly I tell you, I will never drink of the fruit of the vine until I drink it new with you in the Realm of God.” For some of them it seemed that the bread had become his broken body, and the wine his blood.


But at an evening meal in Emmaus, and at a breakfast campfire by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus once more took the bread, and after giving thanks to you he broke it and gave it to his disciples, binding up their wounds, restoring the meal, and revealing plainly that your steadfast love is stronger even than death, and the work for your kin-dom continues.

(Will all who are able please rise, and raise a hand as we ask for the Spirit’s blessing.)

*All:
So now, gracious God, we ask you to bless those gathered here, together with this bread and cup, through the outpouring of your Holy Spirit.  Through this meal, make us one household, the church, your servant people, that we may be salt, and light, and leaven, for the furtherance of your kin-dom in the world.  

All:

Amen!  Come Holy Spirit!
Preparation of the Elements

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Come, for all things are ready.

Sharing the Elements

Prayer of Thanksgiving (repeating)

Bountiful God, 

we give you thanks 

that you have refreshed us at your table

by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.

Strengthen our faith,

increase our love for one another,

and send us forth into the world 

in courage and peace,

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;

through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

Amen.

